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MALL POWER IS QIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH,
GO YE THEREFORE",

FOREWARD,

A word of explanation, I @m sure, is necessa@ry to this short story of my life,
which I write with great hesitancy. I should much prefer never writing it, but I do
it at the request of @ friend, nd ALONE for the GLORY OF GOD, Surely with Jacob I
say truthfully, "Few and evil have the déys of the ye'rs of my life been, &nd have
not atta2ined unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of
their pilgrimige." If there has been any good at all in my life, no credit is due
me ih ony way - ALL PRAISE IS GOD'S. Untold &nd undescribable h2ve been God's
mercies and grace to my miserably unworthy hedrt and life. My hedrt!s desire is to
glorify Him, but I daily fall so far short of it th 't I am not worthy to be called

His child.

Humdnly spedking, the reldtives, and friends, that God hds given me have put into
my life what of good there is, or has been, 1 efraln from the use of their n2mes in
this short story, because could I write forever, I could never do justice to the
gratitude thdt my heart feels to them for 211 they hove meant to my life, I should
Jike to c2ll the names of eadch one, &nd from 2 groteful heart offer public thinks,
except for the 2bove readson, but I om grateful thot I cin feel thit cny one of them
who ever hears of this story will understond, ond will with me prefer to give ALL

GLORY TO GOD 4ALONE.

The subject, "All Power is Given unto Me in He?ven &nd in Earth. Go Ye Therefore,"
I choose beccuse.it seems to express in & few words the depth of the meamng of His
c21l, His Prepcration, &nd His fulfilled Promise. He, @nd He Alone could possibly
have condescended to ¢2l1l, to provide necessiry prepiration, to supply 21 necds, to
open the wly, and to use, & life so unworthy His love.

CH-“PTER I
HIS CALL

When I was very young my parents moved from Bradford, Pennsylvania, where I was
born, to PantmZ, New York. When 2bout six ye“rs old they left Ponomd for Salimanea,
where we Jived on]y a short while, &nd then took 2 bott from New York to Churleston,
S.C. From Ch'rleston, after 2bout & yedr me moved to Savinnch, a&nd from Savinnh to

several. ploces throughout Georgia finally settling in Macon, Georgil,

It is no wonder thit I edrly lecrned to love Jesus, since h@ving been pliced by
God in 2 bedutifully Christian home, At a tender %ge, cround the fomily alter, I was
taught to lisp "Now I lay me down to slecp," and Our Father who &rt in Hedven,!
During thesc yecars came my first impressions of the love of God, and of my nced of 2
Saviour. Words would f2il me to cxpress the grétitude my hedrt feols for my deor
Christian father and mother, who brought me to the femily altar each night, and led my
footsteps to God's housc on Svnd2ys, °nd other ddys of worship. Would to God that
every prent re2lized the veélue of the edrly yolrs of childhood spent in God'!'s house,

and 2bout the alt2r in the home,

Ls God welked 2nd t@lked to me during thosc first ninc yedrs of my life, I scemed
to hefr Him say, "Pe'rl, you ought to dlove Me, T hove dicd for you.™ And in my simple,
childish way I soid, "Lord Jesus, I do Jove You."  Bnd thon Ho scomed to s@y, "I want
you to be 2 f orcign mlssinnnry For Me, you ought to go °nd tell of mc to bthosc who
have never hetrd.! And og2in, without counting the cost, of which I was too little to
underst?nd, yet knowing tht I loved Christ Jesus better than any one else, I replied,
nIf You we nt me to go, nd will open the woy I wil) be glod to give my whole life in

foreign scrvice for You,"
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A short time, after my tenth birthd2y, found me in M“con with the gre-t privilege
ogain of going to God's house for Sund y School ®nd Church services, of which I had
been deprived during our ye”rs of moving ~bout, s much of the time we were in places
where there wis no church. The same w s true of schools, but my precious f ther 2nd
mother, redlizing the lock, h™d mde up for it in & lorge me- surec through the fomily
21ltor and tea2ching me school lcssons in the home, On coming to Mccon I entered the

third grade of the Groimmor school.,

Living in East Macon, we soon found our Ghurch Home in the East M7con Baptist
Church of which Rev. J. P. Lee was pastor. It wis here, thot shortly after my tenth
birthddy, I confessed Christ &s my Soviour, &nd on the night of M2rch the fifteenth
I wos buried with Christ in b2ptism, “nd 2rosc to wdlk in ncvmess of Jifec. Although
I htd hdd only about onc and onc-h2lf yelrs of recguldr schnoling before this time, I
had retd the Bible through from Genesis to the Pstlms, &nd 211 of the New Testament.
This h2d led me to & love of God's Word which I beg®n to redd 2new, 2nd in 2bout two
yefrs htd re“d the entire Bible through 2ghin, Only God knows the blessings that my
young hefrt gtined from its pages. Surcly, "His Word wis & lomp unto my fcet ond 2
light unto my pathway,.," At the 2ge of fourteen I begén to tetch 2 Sundoy School
class recgul rly. Previously I htd t2ught &s & supply tetcher, ond tried to do whit I
could in Christ's service, but the teadching of thit first regul r cliss hod & great
influence on my lifc to inspirc me to do morc for my blessed S2viour.

There was ever before me the vision of the forcign mission fields to which I felt
God w's c2lling me., Howcver ot the age of fourtecn, when I hod finished the sixth
grode of Gr~mm“r School, my fother w™s un”ble to kecp me in school longer, and it was
necessary for me to go to work to heln support myself &nd home. During my last yecrs
of Gramm?r School I h°d t2ken, "nd m"de, pictures to get 2 little money for books 2nd
clothes, but my first reel work w's done in 2n over2ll factory, where the first week
I e2rned one dollor ond fifty-eight cents. As I worked on ye r after ye2r, chonging
plices of work, 2s opnortunities for betterment cmc, I soon saw thdt it would be
impossible for me to serve God cfficiently on foreign ficlds unless I h™d morc
ledrning “nd triining thon it hid been my privilege to hove ot th2t time. It wis
then thot I begtn d2ily to priy efrnestly thtt if it were God's will for me to be 2
Foreign Mission2ry for Him th“t He would opcn the wiy for me to get the necessory
educction. I worked ond priyed, “nd préyed “nd worked, diy after doy until nearly
five yc-rs h2d slipped oway, Often Sotan cime to me &nd stid, "You had just &s well
give up your hope of 2n educition &nd of going to the Foreign iMission Field, for
there is ¢bsolutely no chénce for & poor girl like you to get the necessiry prepiri-
tion for such work.! The situdtion, I'1l confess, looked rather bad, for I knew I
hed no wedlthy relative to help mo, nor ws I known well enough to hdve friends who
might do so., In fact I was shut in alonc to God's help, bectuse I hdd never said
but 1littlec concerning the burning desirc within me to be & missiondry, for I so@w the
sceming impossibility for mec to hive an educition, ond I did not wént to mike ry
father feel sorry that he could not give it to me, for he hdd 2lreddy mdde so many
rcdl sitcrifices in order to sunply my nceds before I w2s old enough to work., Shut
out seemingly, from 2)1 earthly possibilities, I w&s still depending on God ond
somchow through the pvower of the Spirit mtnoged to tell Satan, cdch time he came,
that I didn't know if God would sce fit to usc me on the foreign ficlds of service,
but T did know that if He did He would prepire me, cven though 211 edrthly help

should f2il.,

It was just &t this place in my life that God raised up to me & dedr Christian
friend, who told me of Miss Martha Berry, of her sacrificial life for unfortunate
mountéin 2nd country boys énd girls, and of the possibility of my entering her school,
which is nedr Rome, Georgi2, I lost no time in writing her, and thanks be to God,
although I was not 2 country girl, exactly, by my work for her, she brought me under
the rules of the school.,, @and within ¢bout one month from the time I heSrd of Her, I
found myself 2t the Martha Berry School. for girls with about fifty cents left in my

purse,
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CHAPTER 1I,
HIS PREPARATION,

The dictionary says thtt providence is an event directly cfused by the Power of
God. This has surely becn true concerning my educdtion and prepiration for foreign
work, which accounts for my choice of the title "His Preparation! for this chipter,
It has 211 been of Him and to Him belongs all. the priise,

How happy I wis the d&y I arrived 2t Berry, even though I know I h2d not enough
money in my purse to get & return ticket home, if th2t hdd been necessery. Mrs., Berry,
being an elderly wom®n, did not wish assist®nce in the home &s Miss Berry h2d hoped,
and upon knowing this I wondered if it would mean that I must return home, for I hdd
no money with which to pty even & part of my botrd and person2l expenses thcre. Hov-
ever, I kept praying, &nd 0s is chiracteristic of the gredtness of the founder of the
Berry Schools, I was not turned out, but wis given & chtnce to work cight hours 2 day,
and stuay &nd go to classes the rcmdinder of the day. This was surcly & God-given
privilege which I 2ccepted with sincerest gratitude. Little odd jobs which God
occasionally permitted to come to me furnished fifty or seventy-five cents with which
I bought my books, perhaps had & p2ir of shoes half-soled when they could no longer
possibly be used without, or p2id for @ uniform which was necessary for my stly therec.
Some months of course would pdss in which there would not be 2 single job, &nd then
my c@sh book was turned in at 2rithmetic closs recording about six or seven cents
spent during the wholc month, the which wis my unworthy offering to & God of love,
But thank God, that though my gift to Him was of necessity very small Hc saw the few
pennies I had left, and knew that they, too, werc being stved only that I might
contribute them Sunddy by Sundcy °nd not ruin the record of my defr Sunddy School.
Class, 2nd occadsionally have an extr” penny to put into the Church offering. I very
distinctly remember on one occision of my counting my few pennies (some thirty or
forty, I think) °nd counting the Sund“ys until school would close to sec if it would
be possible for me to mtke them hold out at one ~ Sund2y until the end. Agoin, I
sh21l never forget the de“r girls of the Young Womn's Christicn Associ”tion 2sking me
to join with them. Practic2lly 211 of the religious work of the Girl's School
centered 2round the Y.W.C,A., ond of coursc my he2rt wts in it, but when I asked them
what the dues were, &nd they told me twenty-five cents I knew it would prob~bly be
impossible for me to join them, 2t lecst thtt first yer. It was after 2 Y.,W.C.A,
meeting thet they had approdched me &bout it, &nd when I knew how impossible it was
for me to do so, &nd how much I longed to, I rc2lized that in spite of 211 I could do
my eyes were filling with tedrs, so thtt I quickly thanked them, told them I couldn't
join them just then, but perhéps sometime I would, “nd burricd out that they might
not sec my tears, or know that the retson I could not join them was because I didn't
have the twenty-five cents. But think God, neither will I forget during that follow-
ing week the coming of &n cnvelope through the m2il contlining & quarter &nd the Bible
verse, Sccond Peter 5:7, which I Jooked up in my Bible ond redd through grateful tedrs
the words "Casting &)1 your c®rg upon Him for He careth for you." Until this day I
have nevcr known, 2nd dont't suppose I ever will know who sent it, as therc w&s no
n2me inscribed, but the blessing it wis then, &nd still is, to my life only God can
measurc, Of course it is ncedless to sdy thit my joy wis full in being orivileged,
with the others to be & member of the Y.W.C.A. thorc.

Mony like instfnces of God'!s dircct care, “nd of His prouf of guidénce by answered
prayer, crowd my mind for expression, but I know it would m2ke this short story too
long, 2nd so I must only touch thc tops of the most out-stonding oncs.

From young girl-hood God gave me ong noble Christian womdn to encourdge me onwlrd
in what I felt wos God's cll. and work for me., It wads she who reflized while I wos
at Berry thot the clothes given me by the members of the Y.W.s, of my dedr church
homc (the Baptist Tabernacle of M con, Ga,) upon my ledving for Borry would not hold
out 2lweys, 2nd 2g2in “nd 2gdin she sent unto my nccessity. Lator in my first yodr,
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and through out my sccond 2t Berry God sent numerous blessing, and 2nswers to proyor
through the letters of Christian friends who occ@sion2lly sent here 2 little 2and
there @ Jittle, which supplied my nceds - &)1 praise bo to God for His wonderful gift
to me, the grodt unspeakdble gift of Christitn friondsy Some who werc very dedr to
me, when I frist went awdy from home to go to schocl, felt that I would stay only a
short time ond rcturn, not being willing to suffer the hérdships that they knmew would
be mine, but I “m surc thdt they with me have long since leirned that hardships
become wonderful privileges when Christ is leading the way.

Do not think that alonc in findnces God proved His love, for it was during my
years at Berry thot I redlly begén to know what consceration meént, &nd 2t ledst two
of my hardest spiritudl battles were fought there, which resulted in my being willing
to put Christ first, to give Him 2]J the prdise, and to follow His lc”ding if cven the
whole world should turn 2gdinst mc, @nd whether it meant Jifc or de2th. It was after
these struggles that I rcally begdn morc fully to know His pe2ce that passcs all
understanding, and to find & fullness of joy in His scrvice th2t I had never known
before,

Neither would I lead you to belicve that my life h@s been only joy 2nd pedce and
héppiness, for th2t would be falsc. I suppose no onc his cver given themselves to
God that Saton hts not worked to turn them bcck, “nd makce them sorry for their
dceision, 2nd tried to get them to give up following their Lord. This was surcly
true in my life, shortly after I had yielded to what I felt wis my Lord!s will for mc.
Saton tempted in so mny w ys urging mc of the impossibility of it 211, ond telling
me I could not hopc to ledd others to Christ when I couldn't cven keep my own heart
and life from mistakes and sin. Only God knows the struggles of those ddys, but
thanks be to God, He lcd forth to victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

It wis during my sccond yelr 2t Berry that God most mérvelously, in His own way,
opcned the door for my cntra&nce to thc Baptist Women'!s Missiona2ry Union Trlining
School. in Louisville, KY. Under ordindry circumst®nces I would not have been 2dmitted,
as my two yedrs at Berry only brought me up through the first yedr of High School
ork, @nd Tréaining School. work wés plémncd for collecge gradudtes, or at least for
college students, but God opencd the door in His own way, through the cxception made
for myself and several others, by the dcdr Christién wom@n in ch®rge that year ot
IHouse Beautiful." I was urged.to ramdin at Berry &nd finish there, but some way I
felt that this wds God's open wdy for me to go &hedd 2nd so Cccepted it.

By this time my own home church had seen that I was in e2drnest, and it was
thirough them that God gave me the sweet privilege of & year'!s training at the T.S.
and Seminadry. What that year meant to me is more th@n I can tell. Of course having
had so little education, and not really knowing how to study, I met the dérkest days
of discouragement I had ever seen. My only hope to pa2ss my work, and to m@ke good,
was God and His power, I claimed one verse before His throne daily - John 131l -
NTf ye 2sk ANYTHING IN MY NAME, I WILL DO IT." Over and over in prayer, I asked that
I might be able to do the work required, &nd promised God that if He would give me my
certificate at the end of the yedr, that I would dedicate it, and whatever it meant
to me, to Him., #4g2in I thank God for the friend, yes friends that I found there who
were s0 kind in helping me. Gradudtion Day arrived, ond after I had received my
certificate, and with the others had been crovmed by the ldurels of the Outgoing class,
I quietly slipped out of the room, and through the crowd, where there were none to
congratulate me, 8s my loved ones were 2l too far awdy, ond too poor to come such &
distance to 2ttend the exercises and I hurriedly went to my room, where I met my Best
Friend, and cast my certificote at His feet,vith untold gratitude in my hedrt to Him
for 2)). of His goodness to mec, Préise God, His promises are &lwldys true and He lwlye

keeps them}
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It was during the days th~t I svent a2t the Troining School. thot God scemed to
spedk to me, chonging 211 of my plans. Until) th°t time I h2d felt thot China wos my
field of service for Him, but during & Volunteer Convention, He secemed to c¢2]1. to ne
to moke South Americd my field instead., At first I could not understond it, for
Chin? and Foreign Missions hadd been practic2lly synonymous in my mind, “nd I felt
was also in the minds of others, It impressed me deeply, thit 2t that time, there
were of the Volunteers in the Triining School, by for the gretter number for Chind,
A peace and joy unspedkdble agdin filled my soul ofter I h7d said from my heart,
WAnywhere Lord., Send me to the place thot nceds me most, no matter how hérd it may
be. At best, my work cin be but little &nd very foulty, but perhips if thot Jittle
be done in some country where therc &re not so mony missionaries, &nd perh?ps where
it is ledst noticable to the eyes of the world, it will mecn the most that is possitle
for it to medn in Thy kingdom's work, So scnd me onyvhere, Lord, anywhcre,' Over
and over, thon, He secmed to sy, "South America," pérhaps Argentine or Chile.

Of course, not being & college student, I was notified by the authoritics of the
Training School during the following summer not to rcturn to them. 4t first it
secmed &s 2 gre2t disapnointment to my headrt, but I hod long since Jedrned that the
dis@ppointments of a Christian are Christ's appointments, and so &lthough the way
was dark, &nd I could secc but 2 few steps at 2 time, with my hand in His I kept
s2ying, "Ledd me on, #Anywhere, Lord, anywherc.'! It wis then that Satan cme with
strong tempt2tions just to give it 211 up, that it wés impossible for mc to get
enough educttion to go out 2s a Foreign Missioniry, ond that the Bofrd would surely
not want me unless I wes & college griducte, &nd I knew therc was dbsolutely no hope
for 2 college educction. It wads @ hard fight, for I scemed to have nothing I could
reply to Sat&n, as I knew there wos much truth in what he had to s¢ y. Only one thing

s ot | st et

power to give the noeded prepa rntion and T would Jecve it o1l with Him. I'bwms Just
at this time when I necded it most th"t God scnt 2 most cncourdging letter from 2
very delr former pdstor saying for me not to fecl discouriged, but to go right 2head
and prepfre myself for whot I felt was God's c2ll to me, and that God in His ovm wly
would send me forth, if it were His will for me to go.

And so it wos thot the next dutwm found mc within the w2lls of the Baptist Bible
Institute of New Orlc®ns, L., to continuc my preparétion. God rejoiced and strength-
encd my hedrt also, with the fict, that my two brothers were to study there thot yeor
with me. My older brother taking specidl. BJY.P.U. and S.S. work, &nd my younger
brother prepiring for ministry, to which he was ord2ined the séme yedr.

The wonderful. blessings God géve through my study &t the Institute, nd the
blessed practic2l expcricnces among the delr people of the Itdlian Baptist Mission
soon revedled to me the purnosc of God'!'s closing the door I hdd so much desired to
enter, and opening @nother door which led to richer and deeper experiences of prac-—
tic2l help, without which ry preporition for Foreign Work would have been much im-
poverished., Our Bantist Institute stinding &s & Jighthouse in the midst of the great

codst-city of New Orleins, where thousdnds of forcigners xbide, or come &nd go,
affords on opportunity for wonderful practic®l experiences in Christian training and
scrvice that few schools c2n possibly give. The nceds of the forcigner, and his
gratitude for Christion help, werc manifest, that it méde my hedrt (ond I am sure
many other hefrts) long to do 2ll in my power to give him the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
even though it meant lecaving loved oncs, &nd mothar country, to go unto the uttermost
p2rts of the cérth,

God h2d been ciring for my expenses &t the Institute through my dedr home church
until. Fridty, Februtry Lth, when & lettor refched me tolling me thot they could no
Jonger do so, Only God knows the experience of that day. My faith wis not &s strong
in Him 28 it should have been, ond when it secemed I gouldntt finish although I lacked
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just four months of receiving my degree, I did what I suppose almost any other young
girl would have done, gave way to a flood of tears., Yet how marvelous had been God's
loving kindness in permitting this letter to not come an hour before it did., I had
just finished two, the last, of my mid-term ex2minations that morning, and the Jetter
came on the afternoon mail., Wasn't it just like God's love to not permit the burden
to come until I had finished with & clear mind and happy heart the last of my mid-—
term examinations{ ILater in the day, however, I thank God He comforted me, by the
love and prayers of Christian loved ones @nd friends, and through the thirty-seventh
Psalm of His Word, especially the fifth verse, "Commit thy w2y unto the Lord; trust
2lso in Him; and He shall bring it to pass." I found pedce 2gain being 2ble to say to
Him, "Lord, if it is your will, to use my unworthy life on Foreign Fields, I know You
have the power to give me the necessary education, neverthe less not as I will but as
Thou wilt.," I wish I had time to tell in detail of the mérvelous answers to prayer
that followed. God again used the precious Christian friend, who had first told me of
Miss Berry, (@nd encourdged my going to school. to begin to prepare for God's work) 2t
this time to rescue me from failing to finish for lack of funds. It was her gift that
first reached me, and practically provided for my next month's expenses, by which time
I had received from other dear Christioén friends, some who did not even know me, being
included, @nd from some who knew nothing of my needy circumstances enclosing money in
letters they sent, telling me to use it in whatever way I needed it. A1l thanks, be
to God, for He alone could have mdde it possible that within thrity-seven d&ys, 2round
eighty dollars should hive been sent in answer to prayer, so much in smell gifts, 2nd
some of them by those who knew nothing of my re2l. need. Of course this fully supplied
necessary things for the rem2inder of the year, and how good God was to send it so
soon that it completely relieved my mind enabling me to do my best in the finishing of
my work there, You m2y be sure that my heart wis deeply grateful when on the night of
Moy 26th I received my diplom2 with the degree of Bachelor of Christian Training.
God's promises are true, and He will never f2il us, if we will only trust in Him,

During the ye2r Dr. Ry, representing our Foreign Mission Bo2rd, had visited the
Institute, and I had had a personll t&lk with him 2bout my desire to be & Foreign
Missiontry for God. He expl2ined to me that with the little schooling I hdd had I
could have but little hope for 2ppointment by the Bodrd, &s of course college students
were much preferred, ond he urged my going on in educdtion by entering college some-
where. Of course he could not fully understind my circumstinees and redlize the im=

possibility of 2 college education for me.

Days of temptation followed, in which Satén tried so h2rd to get me to give it 21l
up, but somehow through it 211 I seemed to he®r God's voice saying, "Trust in Me and
I sh2ll bring it to p2ss, for 211 power is mine, the gold 2nd silver of the world is

mine, @nd the cottle on & thousand hills.M

After much prayer &s to whot I should do upon finishing at the Institute, I felt
led of God to enter nurse's training, “Jthough I never did feel th2t He wis cadlling
me 2s 2 nurse to the Foreign Field, but rather for Evangelistic Work. Anywdy I knew
He would continue to Jlead me, if I would but “bide in Him, &nd so without readlly
knowing or underst"nding why, I entered nurses' trdining 2t the G&, Bapt. Hospital in
Atlanta, However not finding the course there exdctly whdt I wanted, I soon mdde &
change to the South Carolinad Baptist Hospit2l ond College for Nurses &t Columbiz, S.C.

Surely only 2 nursc could comprchend the struggles of thosc trying ddys. I hdve
heard it s2id th"t 2 nurse could not be & nurse 2nd & true Christidn 2t the stme time,
0f course thot is f"lse, but the depriv:tion of regul“rly attending 211 the services
of worsghip 4t God's Housc surcly tends to bick-sliding. I was told ¢f numbers of girls
who had entered Nurses'! Tr2ining being volimteers, who long beforc they had finished,
n2d no intention of ever pressing on to the Field, There were 21l sorts of temptotions
ond discourdgements, but God gtéve me much strength "nd help during the c2rly doys
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gspecidlly, from & dedr friend from the Baptist Bible Institute, who entered troining
with me. We held little prayer meetings in our room, which numbers of girls from
time to time Attended, ond which were & redl source of help to us. Then too, I bless
God for the many swect privileges He gove me to redd His Word to, and proy with, and
for, the sick and suffering. I htd so m2ny lovely pdtients who werc ever so encouri-
ging 2nd helpful, and I thank God for them, 2s well 2s for those dirccting the insti~
tution who were 2lways so kind to mec.

It wis while there that the sceming impossible came to ptss - & door opened for
college training! God had given me & friend, or more, on this short acquiintince
among the leaders of the Baptist State work in Columbi2, ond no mere words could
ever express the gratitude I have alwdys felt tothem for the offer of & college edu-
cation in their state, and to go out as & missionary from their state. However, so
many pcople from Georgi2 hid hod such & large ptrt in my education up to that time,
that I felt it would not be quite right for me to 2ccept this most wonderfully kind
offer, if my ovm (I s&y my own, becduse I hod lived pradtically 211 my 1life there from
the time I was very sucll) Stote would give me & like opportunity, so that I might
work my way through, as of course I wos without any other meons. My friend wrote to
the president of Bessie Tift College, asking if there were any opportunity for me to
work my wly, and a2ttend college there., His rcply wos not defin2te, but st2ted thot he -
was redsondbly surce that as it w2s near the beginning of the seccond semester there
would be an opcning then for & waitress, Except thot I knew God never had, 2nd never
would forsake me, I would have feared to hove given up my nurse's training 2nd go
when I couldn't be sure of &n opening after I should arrive, However, I felt led to
go, trusting God alone to work out the way for me. I finished the required time of a
Practic2l Nurse's Coursc ond then took & midnight train which took me to Forsyth on
the day I had been notified thot college reopened.

Although I should like to write & completec history of my college d2ys beclusc they
have been so full of God's expressions of power, guidénce and love, but in this short
story I must only mention & few of the most definite oncs.

Imrediately after my arrival at college cime my first touch of homesickness, and
only God knows how much I readlly longed to be with my loved ones for at le2st 2 little
while., But like everything elsc, I committed it also to God, 2nd sweet answer to
prayer &nd the longings of my hedrt cfme, when in just 2 few d2ys &fterwldrds 2 teacher
who ovmed 2 c@r there, &nd who knew nothing of my home-sickness cime to me telling me
th2t she would be glad to t2ke me home &s she w's going to Micon, if I would like to
go. God bless her, she never will know how much thdt visit mecnt to mec.

Of coursc, since I hdd hd only one yccr of High School work, ond no foreign
loanguldge during that yeir, it wts necessiry for me to mdke up 211 the rem2inder of the
required work of the entirc Hish School coursc, which the college authorities were
kind enough to permit me to do by the 2id of tedchers from &mong the Senior classcs,
And so it was th2t I cirried my High School work along with my college work during
the timec - hence my four &nd & h2lf ye2rs instedd of four in college.

Onec of thc greatest of my college d2y struggles came elrly in my course there,
and was @ very selfish one, There w s much Christi2n work needing to be done in
Forsyth, cspeci?lly in one community therc whore much hid not been accomplished for
many yefrs, I sow the need and felt God's definite ¢dl) to respond, but over and over
in my mind c”me the thought, so often cxpressed to me by others, "you ore here for
troining now, not work, loter there will be lots to do ond plenty of time," Then too,
I hod hedrd of so mény girls 2nd boys who worc given opportunities for educetion,
and who proved their gratitude by making the best grodes in their clésses., Although
I was @& far distonce from being whot peoplc would term & brilliant pupil, ond
although T h2d not hod the preprotion of other students,’'I belicved since I had
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always been at the hedd of my classes in Grémmdr School that I could mke 2 grade at
least high enough to affort me entrance into the Honor Society, if I would but lay
211 other things &side and study. So s%cred wis the struggle of those d2ys that I
almost feel that it should not be put in writing. Agtin God minifestod Himself in
unexpectedly opening the wdy, through & detr Christian woman of Atlanta (who knew
naught of my struggle), for me to attend the Bible Confercnce held therc that year
and to hear God! s scrvant, Dr, Geo, W. Truictte The first message I hedrd him bring,
which was just @ few minutes after I orrived in Atlont2, settled for cver in my mind
the question of whether I wis to prepare and then serve, or to scrve while prepiring.
He pre“ched from Luke 9:23 "If any mon will come 2fter me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross d2ily, and follow me." He explained th>t the cross that He cxpects
us to carry is never for selfish purposecs, but always for the benefit of others, 2nd
the glory of God. Of course I felt thot friends would not understand it, morc
especially those who were making possible my stoy in college, but I knew God under-
stood, 2nd somehow therc cime into my soul 2 sweet pecce from the time I s2id to God
that I wis willing to do His work onytime, Anywherc, at £§¥ coste I recturncd to
Forsyth with & determin-tion To try to do whit I could to Jift that community to God,
2nd blessed by His Holy Nome no Honor Socicty, or the hemor or compliments of friends
for high gr-des won, could ever have thrilled my Soul %s the seeing of men 2nd women,
boys 2nd girls ttke up their crosses for the first time to follow their Moster. I
rraise God th2t in so short & time therc, He permitted us to hive 2n org-nized Bop-
tist Church, °nd cfficicent Christians 2mong those de2r pcople. I wos morc thon rcp2id
for any little scrvice I mdy have rendered there, when upon my Jedving one de2r wom2n,
a mother of scveral children, whosc home hod become Christién during the time, threw
her 2rms 2bout me with the tedrs streciming down her ftce, 2nd said, "We sh2ll miss
you more than wic cén ever sdy, you hive been like & sister to our community, or &
mother, - More like @ mother," and choked with te2rs she could s&y no morec. é}}
praisc is God's. Blesscd be His Holy Néme for the privileges of service He give me

therec.,

After my first scmester in college, the president was chiénged, ond of course, the
incoming onc did not know mec 2t 21], &nd I supposc knew nothing of the letter from my
Columbi@ fricnd concerning my college cduc2tion 2t Bessic Tift, however the next yeor
maény arréngements being unchfnged I continued to work my entire expensc, exccpt the
omount of help which I rcceived from the Student Aid Fund 2nd from God-given friends,
But the next ye2r presented the foct thaét I could no longer get sufficicent work to
p2y most 211 of my cxpenscs @s in the p°st, &nd th®t unless I could reccive some out-
side help I would either h2ve to leave College, or go in debt for my finishing. My
father had been ~lwdys poor, but ever an honest upright Christi2n from the timec I
had known him, 2nd he definitely stood 2giinst us children going in decbt for things,
for he felt that to hove less and be hippv, me®nt for more thén to ha&ve more, at the
cost of perhips & ruined nome beclusc of dobts made that could not be properly met,
Bec™use of his Christian stond aghinst debt, nd bec’usce I waénted no debt to prevent
me from going to the Forecign Field, should God open the wy> for me to go &t anytime,
I could not fecl thtt it would be right for me to borrow lorge sums of mcney 2s would
be necesstry for thrce morc ye2rs of cducition therec. So it w@s thot I took it 21l
to God in pr2ycr, ond asked Him to dircct me. I still felt thot if He wlnted me on
the forcign field He h2d power beyond &nything I h®d known to supply cven large sums
for me to finish my cducttion there, if I but trusted Him, for has He not s&id, "If

ye shall 2sk 2nything in my Noéme I will do it?"

My faith mSny times during thosc months of praycr wés surcly very wedk, ond
fin21ly when the end of the school. yetr dome, “nd no wdy had opened, there scemed to
be no ch®nce for my return, so I accepted work in @ distént towm, 2nd depirted, not
sceing @ny hopes for ever rcoturning, though I continuced to pray, &nd so did numbers
of detr Christicn friends who were intcrested in me. But praisc the Lord, He hd not
forgotten to be gracious nor had He c@st me off, On July 12th & letterrctched me
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from the treasurcr of the dear clags of God!'s servints in the Atlenta Sund2y School,
that hod beforc come to my reseue, when it scemed I could go no further a2t the Baptist
Bible Institute for lock of funds. The lettor stited that they had decided thot I
should have ot le®st one morc yedr &t Collcge. Blesscd by the Nome of the Lord, for
raising up to me such bedutiful Christitn friomds who, not only p2id my Collcge
expenses (above whot I could pldy through my work and the Student Aid Fund which wos
continued) that my Sophomore yedr, but continued to do so until Junc lst, 1926, when
I reccived my College Diplom2 (ond including & Tedcher's Certific2te for Georgid High
Schools) and A.B. Degree.

Anyone who has ever been to College knows th~t outside of the direct College
expenscs there are mény minor expenses, “no that thesc must be met, or onec could not’
remdin in College. From time to time thesc cxpenses pressed hecvily upon me, but
Alwlys when I told God 2bout them He would soon supply them in His own way through
some letter or some gift from some dedr friend who often knew nothing of how much it
was nceded nor how gredtly it was apprecicted. A few times when necds were most
severe I coventted with 2 few of my closest fricnds to 2sk God!s help 2nd guidnce,
and oh how I wish I had timc to describe to you their goodness in praying for, &nd
with me, and of the bedutiful. énswers God sent to our proéyers. AlL praisc bg to Him
alonc, for His goodness is cverlesting, ond His truth endures unto 211 generdtions,
Sometimes I felt impressed to tell no onc my nceds, but to carry them to God 2lone
and belicve He would supply them., 1 rccdll once in Februfry, before I finished in
Junc, of hfving borrowed Sbout seven dollars, &nd owing it for somec time, sdw no way
to pay it back, I told no hum@én being, but took it to God 2lonc, &nd in & few d&ys on
a night m2il there c@me on envelope cnclosing no letter but @ check for $5.00 from 2
friend of whom I hid never before reccived ony moncy, &nd from whom I could not hive
cxpected it, On the next morning nail I received 2 lebdber, &nd cnother check for
$5.,00; which m2de the rest of the definite 2mount that I had asked of God & few days
previously. This also cémc from & very unexpected source, 2nd one who h®d never scnt
such before, so it is easy to see that God hetrd “nd Snswered priycr, for He 2lone
could have supplied this gift from such unexpected "nd unusull sources just 2t that
very time of my redl necd. Therets surely no friend like our Friend, Christ Jesus,
whom we lovc bec”usc He first Joved us, &nd bectuse of His Jove we shire the love of
edrthly friends, Blesscd be His Holy Nomed

On the d%y of my gradustion I rcmembered how cheered my hefrt w's by the remrk of
a2 dear fricnd who wias attending the excrcises, th&t she h'd scen in 2 plper that the
Baptist Bo'rd w"s hoping to soon scnd out some new missiondries. However, it wls only
a short time until I w?s assured by & letter from the Boord that they regretted it,
but th”t they werc not in a position to scend out 2ny ncw missionfries, and did not
kmow when they would be &ble to do so, It was just 2t this placo thtt my struggle

began Snew ~s to whether I would follow God!s commind or turn aside.

CHAPTER III

HIS FULFILLED PROMISE,

Meny friends, @nd pcople in high positions, “nd of influence throughout omn
Southlend wrote m2ny letters to me concerning my hope, &nd desire of going to the
Foreign Ficld,., Pcoplc of morc yclrs 2nd gretter expericnces, whose lotters c2lled for
the most sorious consider2tion wrote, siying, thét they had in the coursc of yetrs,
geen ond Jefrned of many tragedies in the lives of people who were confidoent of their
own decision &s hoving been guided by the Holy Spirit, disrogtrdful. of the counsel and
2dvise of othcrs who héve hid lérge expericnce in the m@tters concorned in such & ’
decision, ®nd thot T had fulfilled my duty by htving offcerod my services to the Botrd,
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and that as they could not send me now, God would not hold me responsible, “nd thot
really if I were to go out without being under the Bo2rd I would be being disloyal. to
the Boord and to my cntire Baptist Denomindtion, &nd that besides I couldn't go, I
had no moncy, and there ws no possible chince, &nd so I should just not sct my heart
on it, but remember thit there is much work to be donc in America and rest content to
do that instead. These ond meny like counscls, werc given by beloved fricnds whose
opinions I respected, ond whosc wishes it grieved me to cross in ony way. What
should I do? What could I do? Over ond over ond over “géin did I lay all of these
things before God 2nd ernestly beg His dircction. I tried voery hard to fecl thoet He
re2lly would be satisfied with my stoying ond working for Him in Americ2, ond giving
up 211 plans of going to the Foreign Ficlds, but somchow Hc never géve me peadce with
these thoughts, but over and over scemed to s&y to me, "I have given you everything,
have T not? You have trusted me for all of your educ2tion, @nd I héve not failed you
though it h2s required large sums of moncy which you did not hévc, in order to give
you the preparation. For many years you have prayed to me, 'Lord, if it be your will
for me to do Forecign Mission Work for You, give me the cducttion that you know I nced.
I have answered your prayer, and fulfilled your rcquests, 2nd now as the time dréws
nedr for you to fulfill your promisec to Me you draw bick, &nd sa&y you cénnot go, I
s2y why c2n you not go? You sy for lack of funds. 4l the silver 2nd the gold of
the world is Mine, °nd the ca2ttle on 2 thousénd hills, Am I limited by Distonce?

Am I less 2ble in South Americ? to supply your nceds from My unseen tretsury thon I
h2ve been to do so during 211 these yedrs of your preparotion, Are you trusting men,
yes, even y~ur fricnds, more thin you ore Me?' And I reply, "But Lord, have you not
he2rd the counsecls of these with so much more experience thon myself. Is it not true
th"t I will be doing wh”t I should not do?" And He seems to say, "My child, c2n it
e, that after 211 of My goodness to you, you can possibly question my justice in
calling you into definite work for Mysclf if even the whole world stood against you.
If I be fore you, who c2n be aginst you? You arec 2t the pirting of the ways, will
you trust me with your 2ll, ond follow My ledding wherccver it shall be or will you
turn 2side?" And in shtme ond grief "I fell. &t His feet thot day,

And my castles of doubt melted &nd vanishcd awdy -
Melted 2nd vinished, &nd in their place

T saw n2ught else but my Master's face;

And I cried 2loud: "Oh, moke me mect

To follow the path of Thy tired fcet il

My thought is now for thc souls of men,

I have lost my life to find it agadin,

E'er since 2lone in th2t holy pllce,

Vhen I met my Master, facc to face."

It was very plain to me, &nd forever settled, thdt God's ways arc not 2lwdys
mén's ways, nor arc His ways always understood, but that truc pedce and happiness
comes only from & surrender of our wills to His Omnipotent Will, and that if we
follow close toHim, though 211 the world should not underst®nd, ond turn dgdinst us,
He would ncver Je2ve us nor fors@ke us, and some ddy would t2ke us to dwell forcver
with Himself, whosc f2ce one time to bchold would rcply &ny sceming loss or sacrifice,
if such we fclt we h2d suffered for His Nome's Scke,

"Unthanked, unnoticed and unknovm, blomed sometimes and misunderstood.
Yet if our Lord but sces our work, &nd by His grdacc shall own it good,
It will not mitter whot men sdy, since God is Judge of all, not theye
It m”y be very lowly work, sometimes we think 'tis &lmost véin,

Our checks with tedrs m2y oft be wet, yot still we strugele on 2gdin,"
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Apain, I most solemnly promised God thot I would obey if He opened the wavy,
Although continuing in the Lord's work &t the Trio Baptist Mission in Forsyth, I was
soon in correspondence with the Lord's work in Victoria, Brozil, which I felt was per-
haps God's field for me, &nd of which I was préying if it werc not His place for me;
thot He would closc the door to my entronce therc. Loter I took up & now ficld of
labor for the Lord with the dedr pecople of the Adams Duck Mills! Community in Mocon,
G2+, my owvn home city. I covendted with God to sct aplrt & ddy of fasting, thanks-—
giving, &nd vpraycr when He should open the door to the Foreign Ficld to which He was
lecading. While numbers of dedr ones who were interested in me werce préying for me,
ond cveryone of their prayers werc most sincerely appreciated, I especiclly coveninted
with one of God's ministers, & devout mén in whose proycrs I had much faith, to pray
for me for one month, if it were necessary that long, thot God might open 2 place for
me on the Foreign Field,

In & very short time I received 2 letter from Victoria stating thet they did not
think best for me to go there unless I were sent by the Boptist Bo2rd, This I felt
was perhaps God's closed door to Brlzil, and nerhtps somec other country of South
America was God's choice, “nd feeling Jed by His Devine spirit while w2iting to know
His will, I accepted & larger ficld of service for Him, than was the Adam's Community,
in Griffin, Georgia, with the thousands of people in the communities of the Georgia -
Kincaid Mills. However, on the very day that I should go to take up my work there, I
received other letters from the s@me servents of God in Victoria whn had shortly be-
fore said not to come, which now were saying, "come!'", if I felt God was still. thus
leading me., This I felt was the answer to our prayers for an open door, although of
course I knew it would take some four or five hundred dollars for me to reach the
field, not one penny of which I possessed. This I believed, however, w2s indeed His
open door and I knew that if He wanted me on the field He would provide the money for
me to go. I therefore explained to my ma@nager at Griffin, before beginning work there,
that if God furnished the money I must obey His leading to go, and so could not say
how long I could be in service for him there, Few m@nadgers would have céred to employ
a person for the beginning of & new work in his community without the assurance that
that person would be @ble to remoin with it for at least a few months, and as it was
I was not willing to promise days and weeks of service much Jess months. But the
devout Christian that that one wag, I shall never forget. He seemed to understand my
feelings and permitted me to go ahedd with the work, thus affording me opportunities
of Christian experience and service, that sh2ll live in my Jife to strengthen and
bless, &3 long as time shall last. I would th2t mény other truly great business men
were devout Christians. How greatly God needs them in His service, how good He has
been to them, and is it not the least that any one ca&n do to prove their gratitude to
God to yield their hearts, Jives, and influence to His Kingdom, and to Him as the
King of Kings. —

In Jess thén 2 month, on Sunddy, December 5th, I found myself keeping 2 day of
fasting, ¢nd thanksgiving &géin, for His m@rvelous &nswer to prayer, the day before,
from an unexpected source, providing money for my expenses and passage to South
America, The letter was short with just these few following sentences, but oh, how
much it meent, It stérted, "I am sending you & check for $L00,00. Go, and the Lord
bless thee, and keep thee, and may you win many souls for Him., Pledse sy, God sent
the money, Do not use my nome, - ple2se.' What wonderful humility on the part of the
giverl Surely God will richly repdy.

On thot day of fasting and proyer I covendnted 2gain with God to set ap2rt “nother
doy when I should be safely in the foreign field. Many busy deys followed, with mény
expressions of God's guidénce &nd love 2nd the blessed assurance of my home church
thot they would help me, Although no drrangements for plssport or pdssige hdd up to
this time been mdde, God in His own mfrvelous wdy provided everything, and in just
thirteen doys from that time I wis sifely on bodrd the "Western World" vessel bound
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for Rio de Janeiro, S. Americ2, Only God c2n know the deep grotitude of my hedrt for
the great privilege of obeying His ledding, and the call, which I feel He made to me -
since before I wads ten yedrs old. The tedrs I shed in my Jittle cabin 2s the laat
faint outling of the stdtue of liberty foded from my sight, were telrs of sincerest
love and gratitude to God, and His dedr children, my Christion friends, who had done
SO much for me, tho 1 am so unworthy of it.

On the morning of the 3lst doy I was Janded safely in & new country, which for so
long I had loved, and wrayed for without seeing, The next morning I opened my eyes
to a: New Yedr = new to me in mare ways than I had ever known before. The night
before through an interpreter I had thanked God for His goodness to me, 2nd told the
people of one of the small Baptist Churches of Rio how I had felt God's c2ll, and how
trusting Him alone I was here. They rejoiced with me, and we praised God together.
On Friday, January 7th, just one weck after I landed, I wés setting apért my third
specidl. ddy of fosting and thanksgiving for His m® rvelous goodness to me in bringing
me safely here. I hive gntered into 2nother covenont with Him to do so 2gain, when
He shall have given me sufficient mastery of the langutge to make my first public
t2lk to the people as & congregation. This will of necessity be somewhat longer time,
but I believe will just 2s surcly be fulfilled by Him as the other requests were,

After attending the Brazilian Baptist N tioncl Convention 2t S2o Paulo, I redched
Victorid on my birthdcy Janucry 22nd, Could God have given &ny one & more blessed
birthday gift than to actudlly be on the Foreign Field and 2t the appointed plice?

M2y the next chipter of this story be just what God would have it be. Before
closing, I want also to s2y & word of "Thank-you" to the mény friends, both missiona-
ries and natives, who have befriended me here. With my faith still in God, I know He
will never fail me, but thtt He will in His own time &nd wey supply my every need
both physical, mental, moradl, socidl, fin2ncidl, &nd spiritudl, M2y God forbid that
any word of praise sh2ll. &t anytime bc given me, but that all praise be given to our
dedr Lord Jesus to whom it is alone due, for great is He &nd greatly to be pradised,

One de2r friend in writing in my &utograph book hds penned these words taken from
Browning's "Kate", that I consider 2 most high idedl towdrds which to striwve:

"She never finds fault with you,

Never implies your wrong by her right;

£nd yet men 2t her side grow nobler,

Girls purer, “s through the wholc town

The children are gladder that pull. 2t her gown.

Nonc kneel 2t her feet confessed lovers in thrall,
They knecl. more to God thon they used -~ that is all .t

De2r re der, pray for Brazil, God will he@r and answer prayer, therefore prady.

"And He s2id, certdinly I will be with thee, ! FBx, 3:12

- Miss Pedrl. Bigler





